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Welcome
In this edition of the TreE-Blast you will find these four articles:
The exciting news! What’s new and why YOU should attend the upcoming PNWCTA
Tree Fair and Trade Show.
The good news! Washington lawmakers embrace shielding agritourism from lawsuits by
people injured while on the farm
The new news! Many folks are losing small Nordmann fir. Gary Chastagner tells us what
we know, and don’t know about this issue.
The “what you need to know” news! Learn about culturing Nordmann Fir with Kirk
Stroda and Chal Landgren on Sept. 18.
See also what opportunities there are to volunteer with PNWCTA.
We hope you find this information both informative and useful! Thank you for reading.
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On September 8-9, 2017, we are holding our 59th Annual Christmas Tree Fair
and Trade Show at the Holiday Inn at the Portland Airport, Ore.
This year’s program promises to be better than ever! Friday’s sessions include
the introduction of our new executive management team, a presentation by
our national lobbyist concerning the changing political landscape and what that
means for the U.S. and us, and a special presentation by Professor Diane
Charlton on understanding the essentials of the the farm labor shortage in the
Pacific Northwest. New this year for retailers is a special break-out seminar on
Saturday morning with vendor-exhibitors together with Northwest retailers
presenting the latest and greatest in agri-entertainment. A continental
breakfast will be provided to attendees while supplies last.
Saturday’s sessions running concurrent with the Trade Show include a National
Christmas Tree Promotions Board update, a marketing bonanza for both
wholesalers and retailers with presentations made by a former producer and
editor of MSN and the communications director of the Christmas Tree
Promotion Board, as well a presentation by SQ Merchant Services on ideas for
better management of credit card transactions.
This year, our Trade Show is set to host over 35 exhibitors expected to
showcase the latest in products and services. As always, growers may
compete in the renowned Christmas tree and wreath contests, and members
may vote for new Board of Director members.
Friday evening, growers, buyers, retailers and suppliers will have an
opportunity to celebrate each other and our industry as we honor contest
winners, retiring Board of Director members, newly elected Board members
and recipients of the Herb and Helen Plumb, Barney Douglass and Honorary
Membership awards.
We cordially invite all corporate sponsors, growers, retailers, and suppliers to
this monumental event. We have a great lineup and expect an excellent
turnout. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn and support each other and our
industry, as well as see old friends and meet new ones.
Visit the website for more details, or contact Angle Blacker at
blacker@pacwestcom.com, 503-364-2942.

Business Opportunity
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Are you looking for a new business opportunity? We have had a few inquiries this summer from people
looking for Wire Backed Grave Blankets. If you are interested in doing this and/or have any experience in
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making these from chicken wire, let Angie know in the office! There are people dying to get these.

The good news!
A bill signed into law by Gov. Jay Inslee will help farmers rest easy when
welcoming visitors, and encourage more landowners to offer agriculture-based
tourism activities. Fantastic news for our Choose and Cut farms and pumpkin
patches.
Senate Bill 5808, which takes effect July 23, protects farmers from liability if
someone gets hurt while taking part in an agritourism event on their property.
Under the law, an agritourism provider can claim an affirmative defense
(assumption of risk) if they are sued by an injured party.
To be protected, the operator must post a sign explaining that visitors are
participating in activities at their own risk. Farmers can still be held liable for
injuries if they are found to be "grossly negligent" or fail to warn guests of a
dangerous situation. Over-all, this is a great step forward.
Here is the summary of the bill:
An agritourism professional is not liable for injury, loss, damage, or death of a participant
resulting exclusively from any of the inherent risks of agritourism activities, under certain
circumstances. No participant or participant's representative may pursue an action or
recover from an agritourism professional for injury, loss, damage, or death of
the participant resulting exclusively from any of the inherent risks of agritourism activities.
An agritourism activity includes any activity carried out on a farm or ranch whose
primary business activity is agriculture or ranching and that allows members of the
general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy
rural activities, including activities such as farming, ranching, educational programs,
tours, petting zoos, farm festivals, corn mazes, hayrides, horseback riding, fishing, and
camping. In any action for damages against an agritourism professional for agritourism
activity, the agritourism professional must plead the affirmative defense of assumption of
the risk of agritourism activity by the participant.
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The liability of an agritourism professional is not limited if they do any one or more of
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the following:

1. commit an act or omission that is grossly negligent or constitutes willful or wanton
disregard for the safety of the participant, and that act or omission proximately
causes injury, damage, or death to the participant;

2. have actual knowledge of or reasonably should have known of an existing
dangerous condition on the land, facilities, or equipment used in the activity or the
dangerous propensity of a particular animal used in such an activity and does not
make the danger known to the participant, and the danger proximately causes injury,
damage, or death to the participant;

3. permits minor participants to use facilities or engage in agritourism activities that
are not reasonably appropriate for their age, though a parent or guardian of a
minor participant is not relieved of the duty to reasonably supervise the minor's
participation in agritourism activities;

4. knowingly permits participants to use facilities or engage in agritourism while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs; or

5. fails to warn participants by posting and maintaining signs that contain a
warning notice.
Every agritourism professional must post and maintain signs that contain the
following warning notice:

"WARNING"
Under Washington State law, there is limited liability for an injury to or death of a
participant in an agritourism activity conducted at this agritourism location if such an
injury or death results exclusively from the inherent risks of the agritourism activity.
Inherent risks of agritourism activities include, among others, risks of injury inherent to
land, equipment, and animals, as well as the potential for you to act in a negligent manner
that may contribute to your injury or death. We are required to ensure that in any activity
involving minor children.

The Washington State Farm Bureau has pre-printed signs available for its
members.

Congratulations go out to Ed Hedlund of Hedlund Christmas Trees, in Elma, Washington,
who was named Reserve Champion of the National Christmas Tree Association’s (NCTA)
2017 National Christmas Tree Contest. Traditionally, the Reserve Champion grower has
provided a Christmas Tree for the residence of the Vice President.
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Dieback of Nordmann and Turkish fir
Gary Chastagner, Professor of Plant Pathology, WSU Puyallup, chastag@wsu.edu
I have received a number of calls and messages this summer concerning recent
shoot dieback and mortality of Nordmann and Turkish fir that has been seen by
growers. This problem has been observed from as far south as Eugene, Ore. to
the Puget Sound region of Washington. Most of affected trees have been
growing normally for 2 to 4 years and in some cases harvestable size trees are
developing symptoms as well. Initially, the new growth emerges from the buds,
but then begins to wilt and die back as the shoot begins to elongate. Some of
the trees still have green older
needles but other trees appear to
be completely killed. Some of the
pictures of larger trees that
people have sent me appear to
show a very uniform dieback of
the foliage, while one of the
larger trees I observed during a
visit to John Tillman's farm in
early July had symptoms that
developed on branches in a spiral pattern going up the tree. This pattern is
something we see when there is damage to one small section of the root
system. It will be interesting to see if the symptom pattern on that tree
changes with time or if something else, such a misapplication of fertilizer, is
responsible for the damage.
Given the symptom pattern and timing, it appears that the tree’s root systems
were able to supply the buds with sufficient water to support the emergence of
the new growth, but were unable to meet the increased need for water as the
shoots began to elongate. This would suggest that there might be a basal
canker on the lower stem of the trees or that the trees have Phytophthora or
Annosus root rot. However, in examining the shoots, branches, stem and roots
of damaged trees, there is no evidence of cankers or root rot. In addition,
Nordmann and Turkish fir are generally considered to be fairly resistant to both
Phytophthora and Annosus root rot. One of the affected trees at Tillman's
appeared to have some staining of the woody portion of the lower stem, but
when I recut this stem back in the lab I was unable to finding any staining on
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that tree or on any of the others I have looked at. JohnTranslate
and I observed that there were darker colored areas on
the sides of the below-ground portion of the stem on
some of the small trees that we dug up at Tillman's. In
one case it almost looked like an area where root aphids

might have been feeding on the stem, but there were no
ants in the vicinity of the tree and I and the WSU Plant
Clinic were also unable to find any evidence of root
aphids on this tree and other samples I have received in
the lab.
To get an idea what was happening inside the lower stems of the trees, a band
saw was used to slice the lower portion of the stem and root system in half on
a number of the samples. This revealed consistent evidence of damage to the
below-ground portion of the stems just above where most of the horizontal
roots emerged from the stem. In
the case of one of the trees from
Tillman’s, the damage was
associated with the dark
discolored areas on the sides of
the stem (Fig. A). There was also
evidence of overgrowths above
the damage on the stem from this
tree. Observations based on the
growth rings in the overgrowth
suggests that the initial damage occurred a couple of years ago. When we cut
into the stem of a 3 to 4 foot tall tree that Chal Landgren brought to me, we
found a compete blockage to the stem just above most of the roots (Fig. B). In
another sample, it looked like there was potentially a girdling root associated
with the area on the stem where overgrowth was occurring (Fig. C).
At this point it is unclear what is causing the damage to the lower stems on the
trees that have been examined. Initially, the damage may have been caused by
some sort of insect feeding that effectively girdled the below-ground portion of
the stem. However, no larvae or evidence of recent feeding was observed on
any of the samples that have been examined. As the above-ground portion of
the tree continues to increase in size, the damage to the stem most likely has
limited the amount of water that can be transported through the stems to
support the new growth, particularly on warm sunny days. Although there was
no evidence of girdling or J-roots on most of the samples, the one sample with
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If additional growers want to dig up a few trees that
have recently developed dieback symptoms and send me
the lower stem and roots, I would be happy to take a
look at them to determine what types of root system
damage is present. I would also be interested in learning
what percentage of trees growers are seeing in their
field(s) that have this problem.
It is unclear what is going to happen to the apparently healthy trees in fields
where dieback has been observed this year. John and I mapped a very small
section of one of his fields and there are also some trees that are showing
dieback symptoms in one of the regional CoFirGE genetic plots in Washington.
We will be monitoring these sites to determine if additional trees continue to
develop symptoms during the summer and next year, as well as seeing if this
problem is also occurring on other species of trees.

Christmas Tree Field Tour
Where: Stroda Brothers Tree Farm. Meet at 24320 Territorial Rd., Monroe,
Ore. 97456 and watch for “Tree Tour” signs for parking. We will meet at the
Nordmann fir field above the vineyard and then travel to Cheshire to conclude
the afternoon.
When: September 18, 2017, from 2:00-6:00 pm.
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What:
Kirk Stroda is always trying new techniques and new ideas as he grows
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Christmas trees. You will not be disappointed listening to Kirk’s enthusiasm in
growing trees. Some of the topics we hope to discuss are:
Nordmann/Turkish fir top work- Kirk Stroda and Chal Landgren are
working on a small pictorial trial investigating what we think will be the
best strategies to trim tops. We will have before and after photos of
specific trees. Come and see if the trees agreed with our guesses!
Culturing noble fir to achieve a narrow and layered appearance.
Table top tree culturing of noble fir.
Soil treatments for improved water retention and sod waterways.
How would you treat this Nordmann fir top?
Come find out what we did and what happened!
Maps and any further information available at:
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/NWREC/programs/c
hristmas-trees
RSVP’s appreciated by Sept. 13. Contact Judy
Kowalski at Judy.Kowalski@oregonstate.edu or
(971) 801-0393.

Volunteers Needed
This association was originally built on the backs of volunteers who gave tirelessly of
their time, so that we could grow and sell the best possible trees. It does not matter
what species you grew, you got the very best seedlings because people were willing
to sacrifice their time for the betterment of our industry.
Nothing has really changed. Today it is largely because of volunteers that our
association still runs. Your Board of Directors, all committee members and all of the
research work is done by volunteers. In February, we put out a plea at the Short
Course for volunteers and we received a very strong response from the general
membership. Many who signed up in February were used to help clean one of the
seed orchards. A special thanks to all that helped! More will be called upon to assist
at the upcoming Tree Fair.
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But more help is always needed. If you can help with any tasks, please sign up to
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volunteer at the Membership Services booth at the Tree Fair. Or call any board
member to be added to the volunteer list.
Your help is greatly appreciated.

Officers & Directors
PRESIDENT
Phil Hunter
The Wreath Works, Port Orchard WA
VICE PRESIDENT-WASHINGTON
John Tillman
Tillman Trees, Elma WA
VICE PRESIDENT-OREGON
Gayla Hansen
Hansen Tree Farm, Molalla OR
SECRETARY/TREASURER
Jan Hupp
Drakes Crossing Nursery
DIRECTOR
Casey Grogan
Silver Bells, Silverton OR
DIRECTOR
Terry Muilenburg
Green Valley Farm, Molalla OR
DIRECTOR
Rick Thompson
Holiday U-Cut, Eatonville WA
DIRECTOR
Mark Schmidlin
Schmidlin Farms, Banks OR
DIRECTOR
Kristi Scholz-O'Leary
Snowshoe Evergreen, Puyallup WA
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PO Box 478, Wilsonville, OR 97070
Phone: (503) 364-2942, Email: blacker@pacwestcom.com
www.pnwcta.org
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