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  W elcom e!

Welcome to the very first  issue of the PNWCTA TReE-BLAST!  We are very excited to
launch this new method of communication to provide up-to-date industry news to our
members. We hope you will find it both informative and timely. Keep in mind, this is a new
venture for us and it will be a bit of a work in progress as we figure out how to make it
better.

What is the TreE- Blast? 
If you attended the Short Course, you heard talk about starting this avenue of information
sharing. Well it’s finally here! The TreE-Blast is an electronic (email) newsletter sent out to
PNWCTA members. These are commonly referred to as an "E-Blast’. We felt a ‘TreE-Blast’
was more appropriate for our members. 

In this first issue, you will see:

The process the Board used to select our new management team, Pac/West
Communications
An introduction to our new Executive Director, Angie Blacker
A new type of weevil, how it was determined they were weevils, and what was done
to combat those weevils
A new Douglas-fir fungus that is bound to get your attention
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Normally this information would not have been available until the Fall Lookout.

How often will I receive the TreE-Blast? 
We will be sending out between three and six TreE-Blasts per year. We will send out a
TreE-Blast only when we have new, relevant information that will directly benefit our
members. The TreE-Blast will contain no more than five topics so it does not become too
cumbersome.

Does this mean we will not be getting the Lookout magazine? 
No. The Lookout magazine has been a staple of this association for many, many years. It will
still be printed and mailed as always. There is ongoing discussion we may cut back to two
issues of the Lookout as a cost reduction measure in the future. Keep in mind, there may be
some duplication of articles in the TreE-Blast and the Lookout.

What if I do not want to receive this newsletter? 
If you do not want to receive this newsletter, simply unsubscribe using the link at the
bottom.  

What if someone did not get this newsletter? 
I know what you’re thinking….how will someone know if they did not receive the TreE-
Blast? Please ask your PNWCTA friends if they received a copy and if not, have them
contact us and we will figure out how we can serve everyone’s needs.

Will there be a chance to advertise in the TreE-Blast? 
As we launch this new communications tool, we are currently ‘ad free’. We are considering
the possibility of a limited number of side bar and banner ads to be included in the future.
The focus of the TreE-Blast will always be information.

What if I have an idea, story, challenge or suggestion for the TreE-Blast? 
We welcome and encourage your input. Your experience, questions and suggestions are all
very important in making this TreE-Blast the best it can be. It’s as easy as contacting any
board member at the email links provided below. We look forward to hearing from you!

Managem ent Change for
PNW CTA  

Phil Hunter, PNWCTA Board President

As many of you are aware, in January of this
year Bryan and Lisa Ostlund of Pioneer
National Advertising announced they would
be ending their contract with the Pacific
Northwest Christmas Tree Association
effective June 1, 2017. With that information
in hand, your Board of Directors, along with
members of the search committee, have
worked tirelessly to find the perfect
replacement.

Your Board has exchanged hundreds of
emails, spent many hours on conference calls
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and searched exhaustively for the perfect
management fit for our association. We were
looking for a group that would bring new
ideas, be willing to try different things and
lead us into an unknown future. We want our
new management firm to always consider
ways to improve our association, while
focusing on providing membership with the
most value possible.

We believe we have found the perfect fit and
are excited to announce the selection of
Pac/West Communications based in
Wilsonville, Oregon, as our new management
firm. Angie Blacker will be our new Executive
Director. Angie brings with her many years of
association management and work within the
agriculture community. She also brings a very
soft spoken, easy listening style of
management to the table and we are very
excited to begin working with her. Angie looks
forward to meeting each of you and she is
ready to assist our association in moving
forward.

The following months will be a time of
transition for our association as we say
goodbye to our friends Bryan, Lisa, Kari and
Sue, and begin forming new friendships with
Angie and the Pac/West team. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Mark your calendars for September 8 & 9 for the annual Tree Fair and Trade

Show. Your Board is working hard to put together a strong program for everyone
and it will be your first chance to meet with Angie Blacker and the team from

Pac/West.

Greetings from  PNW CTA’s New  Executive
Director  

Angie Blacker, Pac/West Communications

It is my pleasure to introduce myself as the new Executive Director of
the PNWCTA. I have worked at Pac/West, a political public affairs
firm in Wilsonville, Oregon, for almost seven years managing several
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agricultural trade organizations. My favorite parts of the job include
working with members to bring the most value to their dues
investment, and putting together the varied aspects of a large event
into a cohesive function that is both educational and entertaining.

I am working with Bryan Ostlund’s team to make this transition as
smooth as possible. The association phone number (503-364-2942)
will remain the same, but effective June 1, please direct all written
communications to our new address at PO Box 478, Wilsonville, OR
97070.

I look forward to learning more about specific issues the Christmas
tree industry faces and meeting with all of you. In the meantime,
please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 
 

Got W eevils? 

Rick Thompson, Holiday U-Cut, Eatonville, WA 

Casey Grogan, Silver Bells Tree Farm, Silverton, OR

Two of our association growers, Rick Thompson from Washington and Casey Grogan from Oregon,
have discovered what seems to be a new type of  weevil damage on seedlings.

From Rick Thompson: 
Several years ago, in early summer, I noticed dead seedlings that I had just planted that spring. The
brown seedling does not show up right away because girdled seedlings hold their color for a while,
much like the harvested Christmas tree does. They may produce new growth, then wither.

I first suspected mice or rabbit damage may be causing the girdling. The damage only showed up on
seedlings planted that spring. Seedlings planted the previous year were not attacked.

I did not know what was causing the damage until I was walking the
field with a nursery man who quickly pulled out his lens and said,
“Thompson, you have weevils and you better do something about it and
kill those darn things.”

The evidence is obvious at the soil line, as the white tree trunk shows up
because the bark is removed.

This year, I first noticed the damage on May 18. The activity had not
been going on for very long based on the amount of damage I observed.

I sprayed for control and the very next day I could not find any live crawlers.

From Casey Grogan 
I took this photo of juniper weevils that Rick and I have been dealing with. 
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The blue circles are dead weevils and the red circles are the holes from which they emerge.

I originally discovered them the same way Rick did, girdling seedlings. I have found the easiest way
to scout for them is to look for the small holes covering the soil surface. I usually get down on my
hands and knees and can see them walking around on the ground.

I have since noticed weevils damaging larger trees as well. One year in marketable trees, I sprayed
in some rows but not others. After the trees grew the following season, there was a dramatic
difference in the overall health of the treated rows.

I think these things not only girdle seedlings as adults, but also are feeding on the roots as larvae
(like Strawberry root weevil do). I will notice them emerging anywhere from mid-April to mid-May,
a full month before strawberry root weevils do. They lay eggs very shortly after emerging. These
weevils need to be treated as soon as they emerge. To treat, I spray the ground as if I were applying
herbicide. They seem to only live and move on the ground.

For more information, refer to the OSU publication from the North American Root Weevil
Workshop regarding the Barypeithes pellucidus (juniper weevils' scientific name) and how they
damage noble fir seedlings in Oregon.

This information is shared for informational purposes only, to help growers quickly identify damage
they may see on their farm from the very same critter. Always check YOUR state and local
regulations. 
 

W eb blight on Oregon (and probably
W ashington) Christm as trees  

Chal Landgren, Oregon State University 

Gary Chastagner, Washington State University

Every year, it seems a new/old disease comes along to keep
everyone guessing. A few years ago, it was the “Purple
Needle Eater.” This year’s entrant is web blight. It appears
sporadically and was first observed on Christmas trees grown
in the Pacific Northwest (PNW) in the 1990’s. And it is back.
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The damage is caused by a binucleate Rhizoctonia species that
is closely related to R. butinii, which causes web blight on
conifers in Europe. In the PNW, this is primarily a disease of
Douglas-fir in both Christmas tree and forest sites, but has
also been observed on grand, Nordmann, Turkish, and noble
firs in Christmas tree plantations and western hemlock and
Sitka spruce in the forest.

If there is a bright spot, it’s the fact that web blight is easy to
spot, no hand lens needed. It may look like Botrytis or like
you sprayed a contact desiccant, but the areas tend to be quite
round.  

Symptoms can appear from late fall through early spring.
Many growers comment that the field looked okay at harvest;
and damaged three months later. Often, damage occurs in the
middle to bottom third of the tree. The side of the tree
impacted varies. Typically, it is the side facing any tall nearby
timber or the shadiest side. Affected beige to grayish needles
often hang down, and under moist conditions fungal webbing
may be visible, binding together clumps of dead needles. All
age classes of needle can be affected. Generally, the disease
does not kill the buds and shoots. When severe, the damage
can involve more than 50 percent of the side of a tree.

The life cycle of the pathogen that cause web blight in the
PNW is unclear. Local spread results from hyphae growing
over needle surfaces, and dislodged needles. Disease severity
tends to be higher in sites with restricted air flow, close tree
spacing, and dense foliage. Because the disease seems to
spread from infected needle to healthy needle, cleaning and
disinfecting equipment that comes in contact with diseased
foliage is an important precaution.

Cultural recommendations relating to management of web
blight in Christmas trees include avoiding planting near
diseased stands of native forests and improving air circulation
around the trees. The pathogen is sensitive to several
commonly used fungicides in Christmas tree production, such
as clorothalonil, but the lack of information when infection
occurs has limited the development of fungicide
recommendations to control this disease. Given that the
disease usually does not affect the buds and shoots, growers
often will attempt to hold trees with limited damage over in
the hope that the new growth will cover up the damaged areas
the next spring so they can make market. Severely damaged
trees should be removed and destroyed.
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PO Box 478, Wilsonville, OR 97070

Phone: (503) 364-2942, Email: blacker@pacwestcom.com 

www.pnwcta.org 
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